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‘1nfantry regiment, 10lst airborne Division at ﬁastogne, 5elglum, 19~ ,

20 December, 1944,

of 2 regimental combat team in s meeting engagement and a suhﬂaqu@nt

defense following contact with the enemy, because of the peculiar

tion, wirich had their origin at higher Headquarters, were duplicated
and reflected in the actions of the unit descrived.

’Qut October and November 1944, few g"

5 OFERATIONS OF THR Q) PARAGHUIE INFANTRY
ATR30 e,zes,e. S DIVISION AT 8AS TUGNE, Bi SSIATUK, 10-20 DiCaMSER,
( ARDENNES cmmmn)
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INTRODUG TIUN

This monograph covers the operations of the SOlst Parachute

Though this mono;r&mh s principally concerned with the action

status of the regiment at the ilime, and uiie peculisrly uniqus situa- =

— - E . 3 demen o ks e T B wi T 4 s at
Llon willcli caused iUs CUmRLUEHSNU, 4T WLl D€ ngCeSaary W treat at

+ * .
some lensth sddh-tiie aclions transpiring at dquarters higher than

diaa K5
il AN

st Parachute Infantry Zeziment, It is impossible to set these

actions apart, the mistaxes and inadequaciaes Ly virtue of the situa-
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In order that the reauer will be properly oriented on the events' },¢

leading up to the commitmentl oI the 501st rarachute Infantry degiment,

the time uUbis aciion opelis,.
*

=

By late November 1944, wiﬁter,,with’all its fu:y,*haa come Lo the

mated front,

the allisd offensive "e’fha, eh, Mt

ground to a halt generally along tha;westsxn German frontisr, Lnﬁo,gh~a
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the front except around Aachen and Metz.

In late November and early

;”VBecémber 1844, the Germans, not entirely unknawn:ﬁpkAlliediintéllia

’ gence agpnc1as, nrogr@aQ2Vplylkwncasa*mtad a ;araa Tores of amcp &ﬁu

yznfanuxy in front of a sector of the. line in the &ifel—Ardenn 28 reglon‘

inis sector, compri sing some 88 miles of frontage extending from

Bullingen, Belgium, south to gehternach, Germany, had been dsslgned

P

., o ST
)Q\.v.x}c Vews VLI L

Corps, with headquarters at Bastogne, Belgium, Be-

cause of the defensive strength of the terrain - naturally forbidding

cale military operaticns - the a1l

to large

U

lisd liune in this region

had been intentionally weakened in order to divert troops to the flghﬁm
ing farther to (he north., Four combat divisions ﬁdu be@n dSSlgnea to

ps for the executlon of its defensive mission. un 15 Decembeq‘

the southern poriien of the Corps line was held in part by”the'éﬁhm;ﬁdw
Infantry Jivision and the Sih armnwmd vivisien, less one coubat command.,
Frow wiekirch, Luxembourg, north to Bulli ingen, pelgium, a distunce of
some sixty miles, the line was held by thg 28th and 106th Infangry

Divicions, Uhe 28th and 4ih Infantry Uivisions had seen considerables

action in the flwhtxng through the Hurtgen ¥

povd

Ardenncs region for a rest '

~ 1
.:' Ce- A T W .u,if:? IS WA

recently arrived on the continsnt fr

111 Corwps sector '}1 Jecernber
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7;0f'£03 which had enveloped the Ardennas for more uhan a week, the

£mwmrx'r 1 €379 ¥y

s launchisd a coovdinaied offensive with Lnree ﬁ@w1v'gqgippsd
] ok armies. he German Fifth and Sixth Panser Armies a

'ﬁﬁﬁﬁfbu achiieve tne breakthrc ourh in the A11iad 14r

(>34

Xeuse dver., ‘The German ﬁeventh Army was commmtteu to nela tna shm

on the southern ilank of the advance, (Rggw;
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" of the £8th and 10¢th Infantry Divisions. In the 106th Division sVC»

Jfl@nk near ﬁchtarndchftne German attack had broken complebely %ﬁw%h#‘

‘(5) APN, p. 112-11ﬂ
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line, Pual

tions were made in both the

2Bth and 10&th Division sectors. Both Divisionu,eﬂuem"graa o vithe

draw snd recroun forees on sicoessive dolaying positions, bub due t@E‘“‘
the rapid Fanzer thrasts 2 seniinuous

lnder the weizht of the Uerman atlilacks,

becare isolated, were overrun, and defeated in detail. Tactical sup-

prise was complete, wi ith disastrous conzequen:
of confused reports that trickled in from th

Lo guess the axis of movement, intentions, or possible objectives of

the German forces, 1 rupted lines ¢f communicalion from tue front

3 »
-

made it impossible for VILI Corps Headquartiers at ﬁastogne to get a

-

clear impression of the disposition of tineir own front line units. (4)

8y 17 becerber two distinct gaps existed in the VIII Uorps line

through vwhich Panzer units of armor and infantry advanced unmolested,

cACﬁpo Troiin scatlered sirong points of isolated armor and 1nfantry unlts

» v

the ceth Panzer Corps was advancing through a ten-mile gap in the line

533

toward St. Vith., 1o the so tb in the 28th Division ssctor the 58th and

47th Fanzer Corps were advancing through a twelve-mile gap toward
Houffalize, Bastoune, and Wiltz, The 47th FPanger uorps was sne gifgggif 
ly commitied to invest and seize Bastogne. ﬁyAnightfall 17 December,
the breakthrough in the Aliied line was c0mplete; w£§1toept on thé ekifeﬁé

north shoulder of the genetratlon in 1ropt of ﬁlSenvOrn and on tne soutﬁ

cpen. {Flease see kap &.) (5)
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| Whén the situation on ViIi’bepS]front became cﬁitiCal 17 Decem-

Ty S.H.ABE.F. committed its reserve, XVIII Airberne Gorps, ccngzsting

3
W

E8nd and 101st Alrborns uivaﬁi”;%, o &x&h‘fwf

@
IS

v?mission of operating at Bastogne, Belgium., Bastogne was desmgnated as

i the area of employment of 5.H,A.Z.F. Reserve because of the brgax@hrgggg‘*
which existed on VIII Corps front in the vicinity of Bastogne, and be# i
f ;'” ,‘ ~cau3e that town was the focal point of a critical hmghway net 1ead1ng

through the mastern Ardennes toward the Meuse River, (Please see lag 4)

When control of AVIII Airborne 'Uorps passed to 12th Army Group,

‘the plan of employnbnt was cnanged somewhat from the original concept

of S.H.A.E.F, Instructions were is und ordprlng the Bgnd &Lrbowne

Division to Werbomont, Belgium, some 30 miles north of Bastogne to

A A snevAd s 17 T aawn Tavew VO e
La o Wil saieed ¥ VWL g i N S

to Bastogne to operabte under VIII
quarters initially would be non-operational. (7
Leaving 12th Army Group Headyuarters where plang had been made for

conmitment of the 101st Airborne Division to 3astogne, Belglum, let us

go to Lourmelon le Grande, France, approximately 120 miles soubthwest
2o of Hastogrney

THiE MOVE TO BASTOGNE 18-19 DuCEN3ER 1944

Un 17 December 1944 the 10lst airborne Division was statiomed at

Liaa vaen P L I L T WO es ra'xn-nr\v-a vand :.-'1 o 9 wilee from thims:, At k
this station lvt e attention was being paia to the combat sectors of

Front, and certainly no thought'was givgn to the possibility

of being immediaicly committed to combat. (5)

Holland 1 December 1944, after 75 ys of sustalned é*mbat; aﬁr‘
to station in a.¥rench cantonment area at Mmurmelon le Grande as S.H,A,@ﬁﬁ,\
Reserve., ‘he principal effort of the Division at tha tlme was directed

*'ﬁh&z

:

Lowapd Teshy revraining, &nd 3 @ﬁaﬁxﬁiu*“ssr~

(8) A5, é, 8;9.‘(7),455;79;}§e10 ;(B)]5%’0
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Corps notified the Headquarters, 10lst Airberne ﬁivision, by télaphoné o

“'that the Division would move 19 becember to Werbomont, delgiumy sﬁme

"  150 miles to the northeast. Aside from the fact vhat there had been a

breakthrough on VIII Corps front and that Ulse Base Section would

*
n s

furnish suriicient to move the givision on 19 December the
) 2

'!"W‘ ﬂ"r‘
[VEQEV {93 SO8S- I VAW )

Chief of otaff acmittedly knew little or nothing about the situation

on the front or the mission the 101lst Airborne Division would have

upon arrival. ‘ferbomont, of courss, was the incorrect desti

the 10lst. & misinterpretation of orders and area of employm%qt cf

St 107 a4 had oconrrad hoetwesn 1214 h A‘i“'{‘{'y (’}L"" "“1& .{glll 5&'1' fﬁ(ﬁ?ﬁ@

vna\..v e et by Bt -

Gorps.  (10) | ;8 |
It was ounday evening, 17 ﬁe@ember,1944, at Kourmelon, Franc
Nk ad dre mecond wask of -

ﬁhn Jivision had Jjust comyj lebed 1ts seoond wssH

LAY ¢4,:. i pll N A ey ey e e RERAE €3
sl e ':23:_‘::1(“ Lo (e DOVANTALE O ThTEE ous

o st L
to Brusssls, Far fhairs, snd the leviera, Indluat ons had been that
S the :1V§S§¢ﬁ'*wu1u swand the winber-months in the r@lg%x?g Psmfér

a cantonment arsa, tralnlng in preparatlan for the Allied spring

of{ensive,

LTRSS e R

1ins the information ne had reCoiv od from LVIT] Adrborne bsrps.

the t,ua’t.cnn ‘Li‘l&t tma %Ctl@&l

PR W

efly congidered. uenoral Mcauiifie

A e S ey Name £ N
azapact of Lhe move was Ohuy o

told the assembled group, in faat, that all he knem of the situatienk

il o *WWMW&'WEM%W KN mw w.j&gm g, *,,‘ m
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 ¢ﬁmadidte mission of the Bmvismon'woula be as Army Reserve seme“here

 %hat locali *w, although no 1nformation had been given to that effactf‘

5jiﬁéfariﬁ&caiwﬁiﬁu&ﬁﬁaﬁ“dﬁ* VL orps Pront was: amk&@wn %@wwﬁﬂ@%&a

- ~ ,?jf 'Enﬁuliffe. 1R)

During the progress of the meeting a second call was recelved

'~:frgm {VIII Airborne Corps advancing the date for the move of the 10lst

from 19 Yecember to 18 vecember, and adding that the move should com-

mence as eariy on 10 uecember as possible. This latest infermation
J !

o

gave tne vivision less than lwenty-Ivur hours te prepare to move. (13)

Flans were made lor ihe Bivision to move in three combat tean

e

serials at one hour time interval. Unlts were Lo carry combab lo'dsff

of rations and emmunition. (Ffor route selected for ithe move please

T R T T TR R T e T R R T R T e e T

. - - b Pt s N Faat SENPH . S SO | 1 .L. [ L] y . 3
see Map Al.) 1he OULST wsglimnshivis Sombat fwsm wazs asaigned the mission

of advance guard for the Division column,to be followed by the 506th
and SG0nc Regimental Combat Yeams. (14)

Lt. Col. Julian J. swell, Regimental bonmander of the oulst rara—“"

S,

chute infantry tegiment, lelt tie meeling w’th en. Mcﬁulif G ﬁith a
wing f31la¢ with foreboding ceoncerning ihe prospects of evenls ﬁﬁiﬁh'
lsy ahead for the S0Llsl Farschuis Infantry degiment, He had been called

upon to’arouse his degirent from the lethargic comfort of a rest area

and to move it within sixteen hours into an unknown situation somevhere

- iy A b e e bl i 3 - . Py g i
ip the Selgiap ardsnned.  uol 2vepn the gue 2stion of wiheilaer Lﬂe neé;mpnt

would have o fight immediately upon arriving at ils destination co: 1d

be answered, lkoreover, as he discerned the situaviomn, the prospects
that the degiment might have to fight from the trucks enroute Lo thggf'

destination stood out as a significant probability. {18)

Lt., Col., swell was not unduly concerned with the combat'aap&éﬁﬁf'
of +hc mission for achievements of the Regiment in past campaigns haé;, |

justified his con nfidence in the abilities of the men of thefﬁegimanﬁ“f~

end in h&s suaﬁﬁaiﬂatﬁ leaders. Hany new replacements ﬁ#ﬁ‘bﬁ éﬁéf

(12) 4-10; 5;3,1 (13) -

SR —— R N .;r: c,m wwm&um* WA I T
Yhatg 4N AT PR O H

Rt ) B AT e
+iy »«mnwﬁmmw&mmm



.. R L e e
Vs B - bm&w&‘ﬁwﬁ

SR T e A e T

L R S

bt G«

1y 1 i

the move, anou
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1y inadequate for winter combat. Inasmuch as tna ﬁ‘gigent had been

Ardennes snow. (17)

%3
i
i

were in iheims on pass and would not return t@ the Hegimental ar

(18) A-10; a-11 (17,18) 410

to train these men; nevertheless Lt. Gol. swell felt that with his

form er adita nly in any combat evga@ﬂ&@ﬁt;«‘\lﬁ}

1he

£

. Con
0a t immadiat

& provlein arising from the alert was in the

ot €3 skt

‘départment of supply. The supply situation for an impendlng mOVe to

combat was critical, At least half the cumbat equipment had been

o o st o oS

turned in for salvage when the Regiment was withdrawn from the line

ndividual and crew-served w eayons

[N

in Holland. A large part of ihe

had uccn Lurned in Lo Urdnance for repair, replacement of worn out

parts, and had not been returned, The suﬂﬂiv of clothlng was hepeless—

parv of o.d.a.s.F, deserve, with no intention of being committed to

'1

. - N . i
P S < LT ) . — e V2 kN 3y »

Conbal in the winter,; it wac low on the priority list for sus gy of i

O R

winter clothing. Lany men were without overcoats and such conmbat es-

sentials as shael bPelmets, cartridge belts, and P'eld packs. There

or

were no artic shoes available - a siavle item which could have spared«

the legiment of many casualiies dur izg Lhe oucceedxn5 ounter in th@

uiglde of supply, thers wers other difficulties inh
immedizte prospects of a move. ‘lhe alert found the Hegiment short much
of its personnel. More than 100 officers and men were on a thres-day

» *> it . A 4o '7' - . . -‘ g 1 .
g in raris, ‘hree times that number, ine ndiny sole lcay

early morning 18 December. (18)

T
EYYS

A J—— S g 3 o~ .
e night of 17-18 Jecember was spent in feverisk

23

c'!'

1

41

“

distrioution of one to esch Ratizlion Comsandar And one
fegimental Staff officers., It is interestinr to note here"“

road maps were the only maps which the ¢ rax:,a‘mﬂr&% i’zaa *.':hen
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Lo give one to each truck leader for the nove, Through the efforts

gf foraging parties from the supply saction of‘the legiment, a fewfof{
~ the critical‘itams of supply which the iegiment was short'were thaln
 §nd'k strivuted to viie unlts.’ iven uon$;derinv these waaitzons, th&
fegiment was still critically short in weapons and combat efquipment

when it moved 18 December, Irucks were dispatqhed to Paris and near-

by leave centers to gather.in the pass groups. JSome of the personnel
were returned to the idegiment in this manner, but many of the trycks
returned empty, unable to [ind the remainder of the complenent, 'Tﬁgf

tegiment was destined to be without the services of those who were not

11 g

!
x'\r‘-

eturned thdt night during the most critical days of the fig

- Bastozne. (19

\‘a"

L oy

For the move the negimént was organized 1nt0 four serials. The p

1st Battalion was dms*gnatvd 25 advance guard. Battery B, €lst ﬂntl—

A

alrcraft-antitank sattalion, consisting of 7 towed 57-mm guns, was

¢
s

atlachad Lo uhie 1st sattaiion, ihe Zng and drd sattalions would fol-

e e L S R S R e 4 2o e T ..5~n*a4 S QU T T oo b R
oW Lier L5h SAaLWALIOIl du ‘—‘\1"'!{1.1 T8 AL rvais i(ﬁi‘}r R WL YTILY » PRl R T S

the column would be lieadquarters and Service Gompanies followed by the
807uh lider rield artillery Battalion, - hﬁ direct support artille
battalion for the 80lst rarachute Infantry. Artillery liaison partiegf'

0 each babtbtalion, znd forward obscrvers mov u wmnn

Ve were fu?rzwﬂsa,ba Sise ﬁawv'

of tie 10-ton seri-trailer type which had been withdrassn from their

normal supply missions, gethersd together, and routed inte %ourmeleﬁ."
The leaaing @lem@it‘\ﬂf

‘&t 1400 un 1€ Decetuer, The column procesodsd ?:“tififnuef!‘i; inglaent

route to Werboront, 4t the crossroads near Herbraimént, where the

roads fork, one road,laaa ;g north tﬁ e ”b»? nt, the e

{19’3{;}31 T
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sharply ezsl tosard Bastogne, the houd of the column wag intareapbad

x*and routed on tha road to Bastowne. InstructianS'were received at;

i%&ig time f&? the'Regiman% to move te an assembly area 2% miles'waﬁﬁ‘

vhat
‘,é% the Regiment would be as Army reaerVé, thiz wag
(L ‘ the narrow stretch of highway leading into Bastogne. -
% | 'f i i:;f The highway was chokkd with ratreating stragglers and fragménts
| | ’7qfiunits both foot and vehicular - all in ihe genera 'ratraatvtb thé “
wﬁﬁest. There was no order or method to the confusion Which prevailed,w‘
‘i" guﬂ svidenca of panic wag zll about. vcoldiers, %i%u exaggeraggi
pressions o; the situation, spraau wild rumors ‘o the men of the
of the invincibility of the advanc ing German columns., Véhiclas,
: aymored and wheeled, raced along tile narrow road, s LOppPLGE, %urﬁiﬁg}fﬁf:
entering the highway at liberty. There was no plan at all for traffi@]V
L i
5 fo add chaos to the congestion on the .i"ﬂway vauﬂed b“ the ra~ %
]
: treating straggl lers, VIII Corps was in the process of evaauat;ng its §
y 0omnuna post from Bastogne. ine neavy vehicular traffic of | %
s o : Wt TR §

S a a%alb* %

éloﬂlstlcal units moving out of Dasbugne Lecame in

P

column of 10-ton trucks moving the 10lst Airborne Division into Bastogne.

A traffic jam resulted vhich blocked the‘highway'cospleﬁely. The cplumﬁsfj*f

-~ - . - - - -y PR Y . 3 e B W D I - U3 - P g 3. i TR i
of the 1ULlst civss=a Oh ofnie anciner, and vefifisd JEEEED uw»rﬂm T o «-‘-’“

. for a distance of more than fifteen miies along the road, mhés tr £t

ine services of the assistant Division Commander, acting as provost .

¥arshall, to pet the vehicles untangled and rarORtadfin,thevright,dig,

rection. (R3)

L4

The 5015t Rsgiment, leading

to the assenbly area until after 0200 on 19 December.  Such was the

(21)22)25) 4-10
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traffic congestion on the rosd it had been nocegsary for the end and

3rd Battalions to detruck on the road and walk approximately four

wiles to the assembly area,
Mesnwhils within Bestogne things were in a -
Headquarters for all practical purposes was isolated, It had been

&
e -

rhu

out. of contact «ith its
sequently knew nothing of the situation, either friendly or eneny, on
the vorps front. usince the Corps iieadquarters had suddenly become the

- FRY

front lire of VIII Corps, it was in the process of gquite hastily moving

its Gommand Fost to the resr when the laezding elsments of the 101s=st

were arriving in Bastogne. ihe magority of the staff sectiOnS had al-
ready closed out operatvicns amu ware & part of

& A N

iins west from Dastogne. Consequently, little help would be

sn the nev and unfamiliar area. (24)

) . . . W . ) ; ; =
The reacder will recall from earlier discussion that on 18 Decem-

.-
'ﬁ,..:-u SN aren L1ram
>3 g R * F 25 AR

< 1
oerT A gmf Cl sone FoLVS NRERY R 6

2s extend

i LE S 3

2%y

to Wiltz existed

‘o zavn armor and infantry of thie 58th and 47th Panzer Corps were ad-

open in the dirsction of Houffalize and Bastognees

vancing out in the open 1r e uire

This sec
Un 17 Decenber the Command Fost of the 110th Infantry Regiment was

W&ysatﬁm st Allerbern;;luxembourg; however, no cummunica ion of any

aari had hasn receivad from that regiment since in late aftf*“ on 17
' Decerber, Repeated efforts during 18 December to gain co nunication

we 110th Infantry had met with failure. bonsequently, at Vill

a. As to the loc

tion of the command post, in fact, uie location of the 11Cth lnfﬁfj“y,

y

ViiI Corps could only offer a spe culatlve guess. (25)

4ffgag$q ne. p&ssed to F

o
fule
‘.J
i.J.
-3
<
=5
O
ot
c
o
L)
9]
o]
s
4]
O

Ve P, ARG

ont line unite 21l day 18 pecamber and G6n~',3“”

iny {rom & point south of Malscheid

in the 58th Division sector of Viil vorps line. ihrough

tor had been held by the 110th Infantry Regiment, 28th Division.

W P R e 8

e E&Wu :
"‘"Wﬂ"m ve Wﬁ*“l

m

L LR E YR




o il L A S . 5 555 o 16

i by Nm”‘"‘ o
ﬁ?mbwr b

: m.m w%ﬁ%

W SRS NI S B o 3

. Ty W LR, WL S w g
i ”M 4::“‘ A m”ﬁfm:“w;ﬁ"’!“f” e i it S o " P AN SR SR VT A

] TR AV RN B e n{mqw g Wﬂv M ‘w” ) o ]

‘. a2 <.,;’~~ o ‘ : 4‘:{ N tt . hel

k : BN ST AL

N¥cauliffe, one thing was certain - he‘would havefte sﬁart;outsfram‘

“"therbeginning to build up the Eltu&thn. He had inh@rited va:y'

(mnfermation from VIII bOrps. fhe _confusion v as %ush t

Pics

- S S

P ssinle to gét a 019 ar impre351on

of just what was goingven. AS an

plan for the defense, Gon. keAuliffe decided to employ.cne;ra<

s e cyvadned oo L L
&“fi:ml LOICat Laamnm To move

On, méamwhile holding the

2 oorne Division in an asgembl i
Sinily ol sastogne, (Flease gee Lap B.) (26) |
sinca the 5 13t waq the ?iﬂst “”i& sf tha 1@ E

to arrive at Bastogne, and was

|
serbly arsa, this nission was assigned to nae Sulst Parachuie Infantry }
| v - " il
aggiment, :
Lt. U()lt e 'Il t}hﬁ ::bﬁ‘glg .
alssion for 19 December, felt that the mission as givaa-tﬁ th@‘ﬁ@gi;_

- ment, which was, "fo move

out the i%%tﬁgﬁ?~10{~ﬁli vad Lo develop

the situation,n

was too wide in scope andfaccordingly requested that -

‘he be a. ssigned a more definite migsicn, %ﬁﬁ?@‘ o1, in order ta o

R B S M s i

reunalﬂﬁ the situation of the 110th Ln¢a“trm~&eg1-

objective for the Regiment, Gen. liciuliffe

Ulst rFarachute Infantry deEAmeﬁt to move Qiﬁ ?hgw%a

'+~ia¢gviaaw road at 0800 1¥ December to contact the 110th Infantry Eégi+:” 
ment at allerborn and to seize the road gunction two mlles to the east

of Allerborn. (Flease ses Map B.) (27)

A

ell to explain at this poxnt that Gﬁn. Mcﬁulifgfiﬁﬂﬂ | 1 |
located at Allerborn., #ith a regimental headquarters loeatea at a.

distance of scarcely more than 11 miles from Lorpa H@adQuartars and

ontact between its parent oiv

ision “eadgquarters or the Corps:

(26) A-2, p, 174-177; a-10;
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‘~ ehance that it was still in that locality. (38)

t is needless £o sy Lhal Lbs eole-Srell hed -nobhing u
to base his plan of employment of the 501st Pafachuteylnfant@y

Jecerber, Gontr aotl"l&-; the i’-"xﬁ ‘ﬁ;i }‘iﬁ' &1 t&}d ‘t....{:m wi ‘H’l f%f'ﬁ?"mﬁﬁe

to previous engagements of the Regiment, Lt, Col, dwell felt that

there was no real difference in the prospective engagement on the

| . .

| BT Mt 2 3 ~ el A S e eyt it e %
- nexlt gay and the type action to which his unit was accusivmed, e
| o

L e

1

- . N -> A d

cept that his men could not econnt unon the disrunting sffeft that a

'_§arachute operation normally has upon the enpmy. As for the l&ck of

-1 i
uu, the hRegiment as-

1 Simbo g 3.;‘&&%‘6%&&

about which little was known., In past operations his units had been’

]

characierisiically ag

"

ressive and oiten in cases where caution might

have been the more prudent course of action, 4as Lt, Col. swell

analyzed the situvation, on 18 December the

be meeting a strong enemy, well organized,

ot

dence of recent victory. accordis

'"'1

glys 1t was his decis

}..i-

e
k)

methodical caution shonld govern the scheme of maneuver and

oo ef vhe Hegiwment, i7 contsci ware made with the eneny Uthe nex

ot
B
&4

Based upon this analysis of the situation, Lt. Col., Zwell issued in-

structions to his sattalion Commanders to develop the situation on the

Cground of ettact withewt eff

-

. ~ cezed to the objective., In Li, Col, Eﬁeli’s oYM WOords, “ﬁon*t txyftﬁf*'

beat the enemy to death.," As events later in the narrative will
X demonsirate, this proved Lo be the most provident set of instrueli

: _ I S 3 a0
that could hove bszen issued, (29)

m

Uther than general discussion of the miss*e&, ordor

Lo Mms“_c-',-‘.,:pﬂé» af the Resiment 18 Dacembaer sm “s"hr ﬁ,ﬁﬂﬁiﬁteﬁi. Qf

nation of a route of march, order of march, and objective,

3 . ment with the 1st Batielion lesading as advence guam

 (28,29) a2
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‘ﬁaurmelon le Grande to Bastogne. The 101lst Airborne Division decon=

inaissanee Platoon was made available to the 50lst Parachute Infantr

1o goout ahead and Lo tie flanks of ths Y&t -Batbaliocme {BOY —wrs -

Battalion followed by Battery B, 8lst Anti-aAircraft - Antitank Bat- !

: s SCRNSS SO S S -7 SRS ot ) ; o , " PR ey
‘talion,with 7 towed 57-mn guns attached., Following the 1st Battalion -

further orcsrs, The 807Lh Glider Fleld artillery Bettalion, less - -

‘wezpons, lhe morale, however, was high for their attention was

(30,31) 4-10

K

Fon n AV e

the sane Qrd ar and with the safmie attachments as for the move from

THi MOVENsNT 1V CUNTACT 19 DACEMBER 1944

At 0800 19 December, the 501lst Parachute Infantrv moved o

column on the road through Bastogne. Leading the columnfwas}the 1$£f,

at approximately 1000 yards was the 2nd Battalion. The 3rd Battalionf

had been ordered to remain in the assembly area west of Bastogne. k?tll

Battery B, which followed the advance of 2nd Battalion, remained in an

D T S e B AT TPt B e TN S S & A ERIRE T -s .. e - . -
ALRCHIVLY @l Se 4ii VaLAL VY WL Ui QLU Dauelaliorn, ALl 1ATY 11aison

parties and forward observers were dispatched to move with each
Battalion, (31)
lovement through Bastogne was difficult since theﬁroadsvwere'sﬁill;kf

jammed vilh treffic evacuating the area, The Bivision Reconnaissance

. . . . R -
PFlatoon, which had hason gasicnataed to move zhezd of the Dacimont | waa
- Y -.’ ERER T ) - - ot e AW WA N s b"m A w astr ¥ s G A S Sl N e - ES w&u.mwoa V,"l'» W Ay

blecked in a traffic jam amd was unmable o join the colusn,
murky darkness it was a curious sight to observe the long column of

achute Infantry file through the narrow streets. Lvery-

»

Some few men who had returned from pass just in time to jump aboard the~w

trucks for the move were still wearing their vlass & uniforms wiln mdyue
only & nelmest or a rifle and often williout elther. Us pite‘tha"affsrtj‘“

tnat had been mude to improve the supply situation, shortages still.

exiated in overcoats; steel helmets, ecartridca halts; a

1. .8

pry.

it
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aiwgen t 16 ﬁnailv—nging sitnation wh

w-

¢h lay shead of then, of which

 $hey knew nothing except from lhe exceedingly exaggerated stories

 they had gleaned from retreating stragglers, and the recent memories
‘ “g,eveﬂingf on gaﬁs»&n»?@risgmﬁh@i&@;w@%%ﬁﬂﬁgﬁéigf““ﬁﬁﬁ%@*ﬁﬁiﬁ“ﬁnﬁﬁiﬁg;

tha wayr har

22d heen coing on more than 100 miles away and would not come

e i e A A o

a&gain to them until their next jump - probablyﬂacross.therﬁhinaai§5§hﬁ

pd

Spring. (32}

vaylicht came 19 becaumber bringing a denseﬁmurky‘fgg f§f;~

visibility to scarcely more than 3C0 yard

~

ine read over which the column was movin ng ran tnravan a ngryﬁw

valley and was flanked on either side by two ridges running gene:

&asL and west, North of t e Basgtogne-Leongvilly road the ridge rose .

gradually from the road bed to the'highest terrain feature in the im~” ii ?

M1
HIE T
A A

i
ke

S4 Y~ .y i —'-. - . s ) - o—-
madiates arda, it ovyariaoolkine the smsl] heormlot  GBleee P

S . :
b1 R g LR R Ul WA, “tm et EACH btk o Uy draasIA Y TR P -

west, Iurther to the east Hill 530 fell off and gradually sloped tnward

the unimproved Bizory-Neffe road, sast of the Bizory-lieffe road the

ground gradually rose again to Hill 510 where it commanded the approaches

to Bizory, leffe, and ¥Fageret, The Bigory-Neffe road ran ailong the

91

bottom of a valley formed by iills 530 and 510, ¥#rom Neffe and the
o wesiern slopes of iill 510 one could fire straight up the valley into

Bizory. wouth of the vastogne-Longvilly road high ground continued to

8 point east of the small village of kont, where it fell off gradually

and sloped btoward leife arnd dardin, 4 small stream and an nr&négﬁmn%”"f;

road spur ran parallel with the Bastogne-longvilly road toward the
small hamlet of Neffe, located 4 miles east of Bastogne. (Flease 8337 v“
Wap B.)

The general nature of the terrain was undulating, and for thg;ﬁf 

most part cleared farm land or pasture, uninterrupted except for small, -

regularly shaped plantations of spruce trees which were sparsely scate

tered on the landscape. The terrain was ideally

' (82) 4-10 (Personal ubservation of the Author)
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-ixeellent fields of fire amd good observation were ava

f g¢ﬁtLy rolling and quite barren slopes. (33)

’The two prjnvinT roﬁas in t e 1mmad;aué

‘rwaltz road and the Hastnana~Tnnwvi“ly road, Bot

Class A highways with hard surfaces in excellent condition, The re-

4 maining roads were unimproved with dird suliates and lor tne most par -
7 re llttxe better than trails. (34) :
: the progress of the column out the Bastogne-Longvilly road was

8low, the advance elements ahong hag tC reconnoiter Lhe route as %ngy‘
.. went, causing much loss in time through stopping, sta:tigg, and ac-.

S cordion acltion in the columnie When the head of-the st ﬁa mld

arrivad at a point on the road two miles east of Bastogne, the cente?tv?
of the colwin came under small arms fire from the ridge on the left
~(north) flank., The Satvalion Commander promplly dispatched a platoon

from vonpany ¢ to inve:

453

tigate the situation. In moving through a plan—,

tation of woods about 200 yards from the road, the platoon flushea an
estimated squad of Germans. after a short exchange of shots Lhe Germans
withdrew to the north and became lost in the fog, Twe prisonsrs from a

P

reconnaissance unit afgranzer Lehr Division w&;gvt&%aQ ;ﬁm§h§_a§t$
(Please see Fap B, (35) _ | @

Flank guards had been placed to comb the ridge line on bgth.flaﬁk$; ;j
but such wers the concitions of vigibility that the flank ngﬁume rEg T

movad almost through the Jjerran position without either fcro becoming

avware of the presence of the other, It was not until the Germans had

heard movement on the road znd had movad closer to ithe road 4o invesbhi~
gate did they realize that a large american force was moving out the
sastogne-tongvilly hignway, and wnen s0 alerted had “ired u@cn tre la‘

Satialion colunn.

(53,54) a-10 (Personal Knowledge of the ﬁnther) (55) a»lc-
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Cleading toward RNe

was faced 1szd1dumlg with approxiratel,
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‘head op with the leadli.g elemenvs oL ranze
ceading on the road toward Rastogne, Face
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‘peqted was exireme

ftﬁé"EOiSt Paraohute‘lnfantry. L

R
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tself. Howsver, the faoct that the column

erery and at a point much closer to

Meanwhile the head of the eolumn proc

)
[ ]

b&
&
g

~ where the road runs straight and leve s1 into that tovn a heavy volume of
A "O: b ,

small arms, autonatic weapons, and dirsct

Battalion coluwn {rom siraight shesad in the vicinity of

initial burst of fire caused the Battelion to take to the ditches on

Heffe stetion. At this

“

ported by tanks,

front and an uncoverad left (north) flank,

-1 2 ! ; = s S e Ty i 47 os 03 e o ievaw
ordarad uomnu w Oy second in the column, to move oI The road 10 tne

left onto the high ground and attack

thought was a roadblock atl Neffe.
lead company, to push forward astride the

. . . £
‘gee kManp B,) (36}

en Corpany G,kﬁ Vizw aloﬁa the hig h ground, arravgd at a pamﬁw’

tion about 40C yardz from the Heffe-Bizory road,

the same type ol fire

In addition, tanks were now firing into Company C at long rgngeifremwtg

soutiwest slopes of [ill 510,
gought vhatever cover was availabls on

to dig in,

1(*“} 595, p. 187, ﬁ»LU} srla

significant in the light contemplated actian cff

Soind apprcximate BOC yards west of NeA”@

tire the 1lst Batta
Lo ulatoons of infan

What he did net know, of

'souﬁheast to envelop which he

Keanwhile, he Ofd@TEQ,CQm?QHy_B,fthéa’

Trom Neffe as had pinned Company B to the ground,

Unable to advance farther, Compary ©
ths barren siope-and comment

he ridge line along which the Company had bgan;mﬁviggff

B P T T SR TR §lﬂ§fpﬂm LD A N e S b

I JA N T

had unexpectedly encounber-

BastOgna than had been axe-'

eaded éastléléngfthé‘féé

-

ire from tanks raked the lsﬁﬁ

o

leffe. The

T alee T ool snl
T a7 Wivisidn
3 - “ . 5 o~ 3 - )
d with an eneny forcs ic his i

the Battalion Commander

road toward Heffe. (Please

the Company came undsr
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off sharply into the same %alléy in which Neffe was situated, Thé&j
Neffe-Bizory road ran alohg the bottom of the valley, Approxigate”
500 yards east of the road the grownd gradually sloped Lo Lhe cres
~ of Hill 510. ‘the conformation of the terrain in this v1ciniqy is such

that an enemy lodged at Wefre and the high ground in the v1c1n1ty:of

Hill 510 could oo

GUNCL Uy fire Lue varren slopes bo the west. Furthéf;
én eneny located at Neffe could conircl by fire the Neffe-Bizory valléy.f
Fire from Neffe and the slopes to the north had halted the advance'of
Company ¢ as it started to cross the valley. Gompanies B and ¢ werak‘”

now almost on line and were engaged with the enemy all alon;

Soih the advance of the enemy and the advance of the lst Battalion fer

SRc R RER S

K
»
:
!
£
&
?
3
i

;‘ R the moment wure apparently haltsd, snd the two forces kept up a steady
din of firing at 400 yards range. In the initial engagelient lst Bat-

talion lost five men, two of which

eisg wiiiCill Wel'a

&

kilied., (37)

aQ

At this point it would be well to wention that enemy fire whihh,aQ
~ the 1st dattalion was receiving was not coming from dug in def

installations this was slrictly a mecting engagement, and the enemywu'

.

enceuntered consisted of reconnaissance units of armor and infantey

which had been moving toward Bastogne, This fast, however, w®mas not

y known at the time. Uihe Battalion Commander had to base his course of

3} : ™y PRI T DA
action upon what he had seen and could reasonably expect. accoralngiy,

iﬂ &l this time il was his decision to develop thewepgmywtgdgig ont
- ratner than to bypass and proceed on to his objective,

By lUBU tnhe situation was as follows, vompany R had@bsﬁn,abiéh
to advance down the highway only a scant R00 yards. One platoongcf ‘V
Company B had moved south of the road along the Bastogne creek in an  f
effort Lo lake Helle Irom ine south, ihis platoon had advanced to a
position about 180 yards from Weffe where it had establishen a strong;f
point in a stone house which was situated south of the road &pd ave

- looking keffe from a distance of a “pp;Gleéuvhy 100 yaras.

(37) a-13
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I -~ was held up in the valley by enemy fire from Neffe and from Hill §10

overlooking the valley. Company A had moved off the road and had gone

irtg reserve in the vieinity of a quarry. approximately 40C yards to the

CAVED N AT IR

rear of Company B, Battery B, 907th Glider Field Artillery Battalion,

.....

had gone into position in the vicinity of tha gsame quarry in whigh

GCompany A was located and was delivering observed fire upon the enemy

)

armor and infantry along the road at Neffe without the benefit of

registration or survey, (Flease see Map B.) (38)

By this Time it was apparent to the Regimental Commander that he

was faced with an enemy force of armor and infantry which, judging from

T ST

the volume or fire, appeared to be increasing in size. Contact had been

made at scattered po nis along his left (north) flank through hit and

run type actions on the part of the enemv. These engavemente had 4

O e T

one

little harm except harass the movement of the column., However, they
served to emphasize to the commander that his left flank was dangerous-

ly exposed., Iis right flank was equally exposed, bul he had not been

troubled with eneny movement from that direction., In order to determine
1f the enemy were holding a continuous line to the north of the position

at Neffe and to cover the left flank of the coelumn, the Regimental Cow-

mander ordered 2nd Battalion to attack northeast to seige Bizory and
the high ground in that vicinity. In the event the enemy did not hold

a continuous line he had plans to

e
’:f

ontinue the advance toward Mageret
¥ from that direction leaving the lst Battalion to hold at Neffe. With
3 the capture of Mageret he would be sitting astride the enemy's avenue

of retreat from Neffe and could force his evacuation from that area.
L{ (Please see Map B.) (39)

the 2nd Battalion moved out to the northeast with companises in

column at 1030 and by 1200 had reported the capture of Bizory without

| opposition., However, the Battalion had advanced inte Bizory under fire

¥ coming up the valley from Heffe and from the southern slopes of Hill 510

(38) a-13 (39) a-11
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At this time the Regimental Commander directed the 2nd Battalion to

move cross country to the east and seize Hill 510, Mageret and the

wooded hill mass overlooking Vageret from the north. (Please see

Map B, ) (40)

The 2nd Battalion left Bizory at approximately 1245, advancing

across the bottom of the valley east of Bizory. <The lead elements of

the assault companies had crossed the valley and started to advance up

i ‘ the objective hillside when they were taken under fire by automatic
* weapons and direct fire from tanks from the crest of Hill 510. An
enemy column consisting of five armored cars and twoe Mark IV tanks

followed by an sstimated two platoons of infantry was proceeding

| ‘ across the crest of iHill 010 toward Bizory when they observed the 2nd

Battalion moving across the valley and accordingly fired into the for-

mationsat a range of 300 yards, The 2nd Battalion immediately returned
the fire but being on lower ground was at a distinct disadvantage since
the enemy was located on the crest of the hill. Long bands of grazing
fire swept down the barren slopes and into the 2nd Battalion column.
Fire from the 2nd Battalion kept the enemy infantry pinned to the
ground, but the two Mark IV tanks moved about on the ridge firing into
the 2nd Battalioq column almost at will. ‘he tanks were out of range
of the bazooka aéd safe for the moment from any heavier weapon. The

E : vehicles towing the 57-mm guns which were supposed to be attached to

dnd Battalion were caught in the jam of traffic in Bastogne and had not

yet joined the column, Thus denied of any further movement in the direc-

tion of Hill 510, the two assault companies sought whatever cover was
available in the floor of the valley, ‘'he same situation as that which
| occurred in the 1lst Battalion was repeated, Again the fight was drawn,
§ The surprise of the meeting and the initial outburst of fire had taken
the impetus of advance from both the enemy and the 2nd Battalion,

iy

(Flease see kap 5,) {(41)

(40) A~10; 4-11 (41) A=12
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(; In order to get the 3rd Battalion cut of Bastogns, and tc a grsster

""" : degree to cover his exposed right (south) flank, the Hegimental Commander *

. t 1330 on 16 lecember orderad 3rd Battalion to move from its as embly

%‘ area and secure Mont, a small hamlet located on a plateau southeast of !

{ |

f E

(42) A-12 (43) A-5, p. 179-188 |
1
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Company F, which was following the assault companies to the left

rear, did not come under the same fire which had pinned down the re-
oo ainder of the sSattelion, Lonssguently, Lompany F was able o mansuver
around the left (north) flank and seize the wooded hill mass overlook-

ing Fageret irom the north., Company F's action to the rear of the

enemy diverted considerable pressure from the front of the 2nd Battélian;f"“{m
but efforts of the two assault companies to advance farther up the
slopes of dill 510 were unsuccessful, and the two assault companies
aug in on the low ground in the valley,
In the engagement the 2nd Battalion had knocked out ons scout o
v ‘for.certain by a rifle grenade and had probably killed a few of the
enemy infantry but in turn the Battalion had sustained eleven casual-
ties, including the Company Commander of Company s=. (42)

It is interesting to note at this time that the force which the

&nd Battalion had engaged was a reconnaissance element of the 26th
Volksgrenadier Division which was advancing abreast of Panzer lLehr

pDivision toward Bastogne, This Division was specifically committed to

2 = e £ tm - A7 > 2 e .:......,_..
investy nastogne frcem the norihesasi, &Alsc of interest is that the con-

gsequencies of the enzagament had the same reaction upon the commander
of the enemy force as it did upon the commander of 2nd Battalion. Each

. P P . ] vars) -~ 4 ~ 3 + o~ -~ ok
force was advancing with caution, and upon contact, despite the fact

i e .mmmmmmuauMHWssmmsaMuwmm pea— .

thatl the commander of the enenmy [orce voviously nad a aistinet zdvsntags,

each abandoned his immediate plan and waited for the situation to develop.

i
rd
i

E
]

The same situation had occurred in the lst Battalion sector. The shock
of the initial meeting caused both forces to recoil and neither pursuved

o o . . o » ”~ o F -
whatever initial advantare was cffered, {(43)
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sance mission to Wardin, with instructions to withdraw if the enemy
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Bastogne, and thereat to await further orders. In the orders he

further directed 3rd Battalion to dispatch one company on a reconniis-

were lodged there in force. Otherwise, if no enemy were present, the

Company was to secure and hold the town. The iegimental Commander had

heard through a straggler's report of the existence of a friendly

ored road block at Wardin, but he had received no positive informa-

tion or its location or activities in that area., 'lhe reconnaissance

mission fell to Company I, which moved out toward Wardin at 1245,

(Please see Map B.) (44)

Mont fell to the 3rd Battalion, less Company I, at 1400 without

opposition., However, further effort to advance eastward over the roll-

e

ing plain which descended toward Neffe wag met with
from tanks and infantry located south of Neffe. Consequently, the ad-
vance of the 3rd Battalion was halted along the high ground east of
Mont where the Battslion tock up a defensive pesition screening the
Regiﬁental right (south) flank.

The terrain ahead of the 3rd Battalion was cleared pasture land |
and was crisscrossed with numerous five-strand barbad wire fences which .
divided the area into many rectangular shaped compartments. These com-

partments had apparently been constructed as cattle feeding pens, but

e A 0 0 i i

as for the purpose they were serving on 15 Uecember; a more effective
protective wire barrier could not have been congstructed. On the next
evening these strands of wire were to play a significant role in the
defensive position of the 3rd Battalion, but for today they made further
effort to advance toward Neffe from that direction extremely hazardous. (45)

. ; 1. S oo dlead Dl T and D d b n T e e o ke e mede o B
At aboul lhe same time that the Ird Battalion was sto psa sast of S

Mont, Company I of that Battalion, which had been dispatched upon what
amounted to a deep envelopment in tie direction of Wardin, was having

its troubles at Wardin, When Company I moved out, it swung to the soutn .

(44,45) A-10

»

LA e . W
Z‘m%m%mmm g e M%"‘N%M« Wwere

*




woik . N Y A R NI S R GR s e,

DA YRR e a4 R R B 10 O MRS 1 e s b

MR s

and followed & route roughly p&rallel to the Bastogne~#iltz highway, .

when it arrived at a point where the highway turns sharply south,

Company 1 left the road and proceeded toward the woods approximgtely -

2000 yards west of Wardin. At the trail junction in the vicinity of

the woods the Company contacted a road block from a task force of 10th

- Armored Uivision, The personnsl at the road block seemed to know as

el

: little about the situation as the vompany Commander of Company I, so

i : without wasting much time the Company proceeded on toward Wardin. %hen

the head of the column arrived at the outskirts of the town, it came

P

under smalil arms fire from scatierad points on the perimeter, The

| S uompany deployed and pushed on into the town without much difficulﬁy.jf'

Upon entering the town the third bplatoon was dispatched arcund to the

northeast to establish a road block on the outskirts whila the ot
two platoons worked the streets, methodically clearing out scattered
enemy groups from the houses as they went. German soldiers who were
routed trom tne houses by the advance of the two platoons of Company I
through the town were forced into the ambush established by the 3rd |
Platoon on the outskirts, and they were either killed or captured.
Those who chose to run rathier than be captured were cut down along the
streets by the well directed bands of fire from the men of the 3rd

3

latoon. During the *mop up® operation seven Germans were killed and

3

eleven captured. Jy 1430 19 December the town was under the complete

control of Company I. However, Company I was not to control Ward

|..J.
o3

very long. &s ihe 1lst and 2nd Platoons were reorganizing in the town
and principally diseussing their recent success in battle, a din of
firing broke out from the 1st Platoon road block on the eastern ex-

tremities of Wardin. Simultaneously with the firing from this sector

eleven Panther tanks loaded with German infantry emerged from the woods
approximately 500 yards southeast of Wardin headed in the direction of
the town. OUbserving the counterattack develop; the Company Commarder
gathered what force he could immediately scramble together and beckonaéft
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them to follow him to the southern outskirts where with their machine

guns, rifles, and bagookas they engaged the Uerman formation as it ad-

- Vanced. Undaunted, and apparently unconcerned, with the dlsplay of

weapons such as this scratch force could bring on the column, the tanks

@ mae e e g

proceeded to within 100 vards of the tow with the infantry still mounted

on the tunks., firing as they came. The Company Commander ordered his

% , | force to fall back upon the town, but by this time the fate of the

Company was sealed. Four Panther tanks which had broken through the

Srd Flatoon roard hlock were already runni ng amuck in the town flring'

at individuals and groups of individuals as they were running to the”
west ror the sole remaining escape route from the town, fThe compary -

Uluiainder gave the order for his force to withdraw by two's and three's

a&na o €3cape as best they could to the north of the town, himself stay-

ing behind with five others to establish a read bLoCK cuvering the re-

treat of the remainder of his force, Such men of ¢

&2

Uompany I as were

P R .o . 4 R S . ‘
lucky dodged in among the o 5 VU eSCape une murdsrous fire, swam

the creek, and escaped to the north, ihe last that was ever seen of

the Company Commander and the ilV@ men left behind they were standlng

their ground at the road block., (48)

The engagement had lost a coﬁpany. Out of the 94 men of Company

s A S S RGN 838030 s srrom i

I who had proceeded to Wardin, 3% escaped to Bastogne - not enough, in

E, ¢ e wwe o oo &% condition for combat, Yo form sven an urderstrength platoon, Lost
to the company was every officer and the bulk of its noncommissioned

officers, That night in Bastogne the 1lst Sergeant tock command of and

reorgznized the remainder of Company 1I. Although the exact number of

PV

3 casualties the enemy suffered is undetermined, it is known that two

| Panther tanks were krocked out by bazooka .fire at close range and that_
many Germans were shot from their perch on the tanks as thiey advanced
in .tg r .l-l‘.

.~ - Word of the disaster of Company I had not reached the Regimental
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%o develop the situation - the road junction two milce east of Allerewm:
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Commander when at 1530 he madeihis decision to abandon further effort

to advance to the east on 19 December, His initial mission had been

had been requested by himself as a mare Jective for the‘ﬂegimeht. }ﬂfffks

with his 1st, 2nd, and 3rd sattalions engaged with the enemy on a broad

front and with indications that the enemy was attacking toward Bastogne

at the same tire, it was clear that the best course of action which

could be adopted for the 50lst Parachute Infantry would be to hold ~”f;;f *§

along the high ground in the vicinity of his present front lines. iThis
decision, though made solely upon the Regimental Commander!s apprecisa-
tion and appraisal of the torrain, and without the benefit of aither

adequate intelligence or a sound orientation on the overall situstio

was the initial step which paved the way for the successful defensive

ﬂ\“\

Of Bastogne - a key communication center which was destined to become

2 thorn in the side of the German winter offensive. (47)

At darkness, 19 December, all three battalions of the 501st Para-

e

chute infantry wers disposad in the line and in contact with the enemy,
The units of the idegiment had adjusted the lines in each sector to take

advantage of the dominating terrain and wers algging in for the nignt.

(3ee llap C.) .iith the exception of Company A, which was the reserve com-

e L T T T SRR — ‘ e

pany of lst Battalion, and the remnants of Company I, the Regiment was
entirely comsitted to the line, On the north flank, Company U was re-
fuéing the flank of the Regiment along a woods northeast of Hill 530.
In the center of the negiment a gap of some 200 yards existed between

the 1st and 3rd Battalions along the bottom of the valley at the craek

line, However, inasmuch as the valley in this area was denude of vegeta= -

P

tlon the gap was easily covered by fire., In addition, though considerably. = . |
in advance of the line, a strong point of 1lst Platoon of Company B sat
squarely astride this route of approach along the creek line, Y7he lst‘_f

Battalion refused ite flank along the high ground overlooking the

(47) a-11
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Bastogne-Longvilly road. ‘he Srd Battalion refused the Regimental

the Bastogne-wiltz highway. ‘Ihe Hegimental

s
|
|
%
right (south) flank along
v wnn .. Gommand Post, was established in u monas

tery on the eastern adge of

Bastogne., The 907th Glider Field Axrti

irtillery batialion took up positions |  ,Q;,;'§
in rear of Hill 530, northwest of Bastogne, and was registered to fire 4[;;;;,;
in support of the front line, (48) |    .:~?
The positions which the 501st Parachute Infantry occupied the
} evening of 19 December were so well chosen that 8XCept in minor detail
the line remained the same until 1 January when the Regiment waé ordered i
' Lo another sector of the Bas stogne perimeter. (For defensive positions of , 7
Em' i - the 5Ul1st ﬁegiment The night 16-20 December, please see kap u.) N : ;5
=
| Throughout tie night 19-20 December stragglers and fragments of b
|

units of VIII Corps which had been isolated in ths onsl augnv of tne

German advance drifted into the lines of the 501st Parachute Infantry,

the night was dark and a thick cloud of fog blanketed the ground.
Vigibility was less than 50 yards. So unstable the situation and SO
insecure the hastily organized line that soldiers called out to one
J : another from adjacent foxholes to determine if his comrades were still

there, Sounds of moving armor cculd be heard off in the direction of

N lmtm;mﬁm@ Pl

’ the enemy and the soldiers waited expecting an attack to roll over their

. position. sSome of these sounds originated from American armor and some

% ] . . 4 1 ..-: -
s i i ) .
- IPrem =£fman ar HESF A b uil

ving around in the same logoali+-- +opether

e 27 2 &J aaaaaa tiein @
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Much American armor moved rizht through the German positions and infil-

trated into the positions of the 50lst Parachute Infantry. The Germans,

equally confused in the inky blackness, must have thought the armor was

their own for the movement drew no fire except scattered rifle shots. (49)

ihe sole significant action that haprened durd ring the night 15-20

-’ ~~ape - NA AL

e
o
|
o
'l__r

December was from a 40-man German patrol which came down the railroad

nKing the Znd Battalion position and penetrated, without be-

ing noticed, all the way to the reserve arsa of ihe

vire

1st Battalion.

(48,49) a-10
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There they aroused Cempany A, which fired into the German force almost

at body contact range. A profusion of hand grenades were thrown and

and became lost, A prisoner of war captured from the patrol stated
that the mission of the patrol had been to break through and cut the

Bastogne-Longvilly highway at Bastogne. (50)

were cut by the Germans., The axis of communications and line of supply
for the 101lst airborne Jivision from the south and west was severed.

During the night the entire hospital installation of the 10lst Airborne

The 10lst Airborne uivision with its reinforcements of armor would

stand alone at Bastogne.

To complete the picture for 19 December, the 1LOlst Airborne Uivision

was disposed with its four regiments, the 501lst, 502nd, 506th, and 327th

Regiments, holding a close in perimeter defense of Bastogne. ‘The dis-

: positions had been hastily made throughout the afternoon after the S0lst

Parachute Infantry had contacted the enemy at Neffe and Bizory. Conse-

quently, the sector was loosely organized and there was no physical con-

tact between regiments. (Flease see Y¥ap G.)

THE DAFENSE OF BASTOGNE 20 DECEMBER 1944

Gn 20 December the Usrmans made three separate and determined ef-

forts to dislodge the 50lst Parachute Infantry from its position astride

the principal road leading into Bastvogne from the east. Bach cf thess
eftoris, though determined amy vigorously pursued, off
for success since they were piecemeal atitacks, and each was localized
and executed separste from the other. Between each attack the 501st

Parachute Infantry was able to regroup, to call down the mass of all

the Division Artillery, and to concentrate its undivided attention %o

(50) A-10 :

after much wild firing the German patrol slipped away intd the night M_;;f

During the night 15-20 Decerber the roads leading west from Bastogne

Division was captured. All patienis and all transportation disepgieared.

the particular area threatened. In adcition, substantial reinforcements
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to the defensive position of the 50lst Parachute Infantry in the way
of armer had been receaived during the night 18-~20 Dscember. Thé"ﬁﬁd9‘ *ﬁ*
Platoon, Company B, 705th ltank Destroyer Battalion, arrived and became
attached to the %nd Battalion. This platoon went into position in the
&nd Battalion line at 0200 20 December. At the same time the 3rd
Platoon of Company B, 705th Tank Destroyer Battalion, became attached
to the 5rd Battalion and went into position along a sunken road facing
the barren plain toward Weffe, Noreover, during the night seven tanks

from the 9th Armored Division had infiltrated intc lines of the 2nd

Battalion and had attached themselves to that unit. (51)

In front of the 2nd Battalion position was a broad expanse of
cleared farm land which gradually sloped down toward the Neffe-Bizory
unimproved road and gradually rose again to the crest of Hill 510, The
distance from the 2nd Battalion position to the crest of Hill 510 was

Y

about 3000 yards. OShortly after davn the 2nd Battalion line was alerted
by the sound of tanks forming up in the vicinity of Hill 510. Because
of tne fog which hovered close to ithe ground in the intervening valley,
it was impossivie Lo Chiorvs Li,ond GOU yarus wu the front.  However,

the men of the 2nd Battalion knew that an attack was coming so they

held their fire and waited. In the meantime all of Division artillery

- WOE c¢alled do¥n 10 Iire unobgaerved fire upon the crest and slcpes cof Hill
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510, 'The platoon of tank destroyers trained their guns in the direction
of the sound of armor and the seven tanks from the 9th Armored Division
which had attached themselves to the 2nd Battalion during the night
moved up into position in the line where they could fire directly
across the valley,., Apnroximately one hour had elapsed before the
German column came into sight., Heading straight across the valley

toward Bizory were six Mark IV tanks and two self-propelled guns fol-

£ infantey in batile formge

o

s = 1 . A ) * he I NS
Yowed by what appeared to be = batizllon

(51) A-10; A-12
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‘the Uerman tanks at 700 yards range. Direct hits were made by the

o g v g

front, The tanks and tank destrqyers of the 2nd Battalion fired upon'

initial volley on two of the German tanks, stopping them on the spot.
In the exchange one of the tank destroyers of the ?nd Battalion was
knocked out. Another tank destroyer, either in trying to move to
position from which he could get a better line of fire or else td re-
move himself from his somewhat exposed position, ran into a barn and
jammed the muzzle of his gun, This accident fouled the turrel travers-
ing mechanism and the services of the tank destroyer wesre lost to the
action, The loss of the two tank destroyers, however, was inconse-
quential because the remaining tanks and tank destroyers each had a
suitable target.and was firing upon it at cluse range. #itnin 300
yards of the nd Battalion line the advancing infantry wave broke
under the devastating fire from the infantry weapons of 2nd Battalion,
the reinforcing tanks, tank destroyers, and every gun of Division artil-
lery, which was firing shells at the maximumArate of fire onto the
German column advancing across the valley. The German infantry broke
tovard the line of woods that Company F had held the day before, and

the German tanks soon followed suit, veering off to the north. When

the smoke cleared, nothing remained of the German attack except charred

or burning hulks of five tanks on the barrsn slopss of i1l 510. {Plsass

see Map C.) (52)

Around noon 20 December it started to snow. The snow fell so
fast tnat within one hour the entire countryside was blanketed in
white., The men of the 50lst Parachute Infantry lined their foxholes

with straw and gathered in every garment that they could find to keep
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themselves warm,
Throughout the day the Germans shelled Bastogne. Hardest hiil of
all was the Regimental Command Post., The monastery in which the Command
Post was established, a large three-story building on the eastern edge
(82) A-12
CO M R B U AP G S i ,.:.u‘.,...:t;m,:...,;uw;(g.{;;@w@},; i ; #\*r 3
it T S W B L BT 1 Sl g memmﬁ



|
|

B D X T UYL AL T A R te

U T A SR L 2 WA T e,
. Wé’m-«%&%@m e &

3 ML L TG A WY Y B VR N Y O AT IO . ¢,

of Bastogne, was situated in plain view of the enemy from Hill 510,

The belfry of the monastery, silhouetted against the sky line, made an

the enemy fired his artillery at that point all day. Furthermore,
enemy tanks from Hill 510 shelled the Command Post with direct fire
all during the day. The Command Post moved underground to a cellar
of the monastery.

The second German attack on 20 December came just prior to dark-
ness. Althéugh the second attack was not as decisive as the other two

engagements, it had every possibility of having more critical results

than either.

' Around noon on 20 December the Regimental Commander, S50lst Para-

chute Infaniry, attached Company A; the reserve company of 1st Bat-

talion, to 2nd sattalion, <The mission assigned to Uompany A was tc

move through three patches of woods south of the railroad tracks run-

esdn

ning along the regimental north flank, clear any enemy which might be

- L

in ihe woods, and close the regimental lert (north) flank to the line

P (] | - FE - 5 . . _ = =t T L3 (3
of the railrocad iracks, 1his maneuver w22 Iin aceordance with a divi-

gion plan for consolidating the lines in front of Rastogne, ‘he 50lst -

and 506th Parachute Infantry Regiments were to make contact at the

railroad station. (Pleasc see Map C.) (53)

At 1600 it wee still snowing, As twilight closed in, Lompany &

was movins through the last woods south of the railroad station. A

patrol which had been sent out 1o scout ahead for the company sighted
2 German force estimated to be two companies, one moving north of the

railroad smbankient, and one south of the embankment at a point about
500 yards from the leading elements of Company A. The patrol returned
to the Company, without being noticed by the enemy, and relayed the in-

formation to the Company Commander. Io dispose for the attack, the

Company Lommancer ordered ine 3id Platocn tc move north of the tracks

{52) A-10

_excellent artillery registration check point from the enemy side, anq_mi“‘
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and establish an ambush in a poiﬁt of woods 150 yards to the north.
- {Please s8¢ ¥ap G.}- The lst and andwﬁlabponsuweraﬂOrdgredwtpjdaplqy,wmw,;g’
on line 100 yards south of and facing north toward the tracks. The .

railroad track in this locality ran along the top of an embankment

rising approximately 15 feet high from the level surface and dividing

the zone of action, in effect, into two separate compartments which

i o S o e .
L R T e e T

were totally isolated from one another, A force north of the tracks
had no visnal contact with a force south of the tracks except from the
top of the ewbankment., Heither could 3 force in either compartment; so
formed, influence the action in the other without first crossing over
the top of the embankment. '[nhe 2rd Platoon of Company A fired upon the

1
”~ i

EN e o
CSAA = 2V

German column moving north of the iracks atv 1

expected fire falling suddenly upon the flanks of the enemy broke up

the formation. oSome "hit the dirt" and sought shelter in the folds of
the ground. OUthers ran for the cover of the woods. Carefully aimed -
machine gun and rifle fire cut down many of the German infantrymen as
they fled across the open field between 3rd Platoon position and the
next woods. Un the south side of the ¢tracks things were not golng as
well for the 1st and 2nd Platoons of Uompany A. At about the same
time that firing broke out over in the zrd Flatoon area, the remainder
of the Company, under relatively unfavorable circumstances, met t“é;; m
full force of the German column moving south of the tracks. ‘he 2nd
Platoon in moving up on line was caught out in the open, and the lst

Platoon,disposed on low ground, was in little better predicament. lhe

exchange of fire which was from small arms slone cut deeply into the

ranks of both the attacker and the defender. Both were fighting at

close range and under abouv equal circumstances of terrain, As dark-

e¢, the Company Commander of Company A, feeling that he was

n

ness clo
~ opposed by a force far superior in numbers to nis own, and fearing
that he was being outilanked, ordered a general withdrawal of the

Company to the line of the next woods to the south. He instructed 
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the 3rd Platoon to break contact with the enemy north of the tracks and

£a11 back upon the remainder of the Company in the designated woods

south of the tracks, (Please see Map C.) (54)

- -

The withdrawal was executed in an orderly manner and upon reaching SR *

the new position the Company established a line along the forward edge of

attack at about the same time for Company A was troubled no more during

the night. In the engagement Company A had suffered fifteen casualties,

|

|

|

} ; the woods facing northeast. dvidently the Germans called a halt to their
T three of which were killed. lhe battle was strictly an infantry action .'f*fj
| DR

and had lasted only slightly more than one hour.

The next morning, 21 December, Lompany A reneweu its attack from

the woods, Under supporting fire from the 907th Glider Field Artillery

!
N Battalion, the Company pushed back over the same grourd from which 1%

nad retreatea the night before. In conjunction with Company A's attack

5
i
north toward the railroad station o1 Decenber, the 2nd Battalion of the ' !
;
i
i

506th Parachute Infantry attacked through lLe Beils Jacques. south toward

z the station. The enemy, finding himself caugnht between a pincer move-

ment simultanecusly from the north and the south, withdrew from the

|
{» objective and firm contact was established between the 501st and 506th

Parachute Infantry Regiments at the railroad station on 21 December. ;
s }‘ ‘ . i

N lhf
+ had required more than twenty-four hours to accomplish gonbact

!
b

bétmeehvthe 50lst and 506th Parachute lnfantry Regiments. (Please see

Map C.) (55)

= mis was not the last difficulty to arise concerning the matier

neculiar conformation e

of the terrain along the railroad line, physical or even visual contact

puring the succeeding days this railroad

|
r
|
| k of contact along the raiirocad. Because of the
was difficult to maintain.

1line became a well trodden thorcughfare for German aymored and infantry

SR = =
e L

attacks. Iirst a boundary between regiments, later Division and Gorps,
the railroad always remained a source of wrangling between units ferced

U . o

LR e g0 B e S S PR N

PP R T L R TREE S TRE SRE L B

AR




il RN R KT VA A SRR A e B G

T

o e

Lo e iyt (B RR
o UES N e f gy .
ot WIS o e

VRN W SR RO TR B vid S L R R P O a I R N S e (PR SENPSE PEVAR S TR I NN T W y‘m' G . e
L e e ey PR T e b I LS W* nr. @
R ¥ S Mgy e R e e m*wmw Y WOy BVN 1% WL e ‘
O e T - LR W fﬁ i X y » Sivw. Al
S ,,,,,&‘ U awmwaa owq e m uu\mkwm» nw; o B A 2 chMMdL! a o ¥p wnmﬁﬁ L ﬂm R

S0 I 2

T AR, -

w |
o
' YT ” KT 0 .«v * ) A-l_ ", "*“} .
to make contact along this line. (56) e ]
While Company A was engaged with the German force moving down the e
¥
railroad tracks on the north on the cvening 20 December, the third and ¥
most determined attack of 20 December struck the 501lst Parachute Infan- g

try to the south., Beginning at 1900 a heavy artillery concentration,

lasting for approximately 20 minutes, fell all along thé lines of the

501st Parachute Infantry from Bizory south to ¥ont. %The ground trembled

y of hursting artillery shells., Llhe wire lines

between battalion and rogiment went out almost immediately, placing the

111 burden of comrunication upon radio, As the artillery lifted from

the front lines and hegan to fall deeper into Beo=togne, a two-pronged

attack struck the 1lst and 3rd Battalion positions almost simultaneously.

I1luminating flares from ©U-mm mortars were sent up along the lines of
the S0lst Parachute Infantry revealing a colwmn of German infantry

-~ pes

charing straight down thc JastOgne-LongviluJ road from Feffe toward

i
i
the lst Battalion positicn and across the opsn fields from Mont toward ;flﬁf?"g
%
!

the Zrd Jattalior position. (Please see Map C.) ‘1he final protective

fires of the lst and 3rd Battalicns as well as the masu of uivision
artillery were brought dovn along the slopes in front of the lst and
3rd Battalions and on the road into leffe. In the 1lst Battalion sector

the honors for the evening fell to the 1st Flatoon of Company B, wilch

* . L yaXa

Wwas OCCUpyilly & suiuny point in a nouse 200 "yaris i xivance of the S
1st Battalion line and which commanded frowm the flank the exits from

Tatoon neld its fire until ithe column
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was exuosed almost broadside to their position at 150 yards range, he

1st Platoon tock the German infantry under fire from the flanks with
machine guns and rifles, and together with the defensive fires of the
remainder of the 3rd Battalion, the German advance in this sector was

stopped along the road. (57)
. ¥eanwhile, the 3rd Battalion front was ablaze with streaksréf r’"

(56) a-10 (57) A-13
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tracers and exploding shells, An estimated five German tanks had
placed themselves in line and vere shelling the 3rd Battalion from

a wooded knoll south of Neffe, Two battalions of infantry, attack-

ing in column, advanced across the open fields from Neffe Loward MNomnt.

4 EATRAN BR -

A1l of Division artillery fired in support of the 5rd’8attalion. In
some sectors artillery was brought dovm to within 100 yards of the

front line. f1he tanks and tank destroyers from 3rd Battalion position REE S

fired continuous counter volleys at the enemy tanks in the woods south

et

iy

-

of Neffe,

Along the line of the creek the 3rd Battalion flank was forced
back and in this sector fighting continued at close quarters in kont.
However, in the center and on the southern flank the 3rd Battalion line

held. Luck rode with the S0lst Parachute Infantry in this sector. A

peculidr terrain obstacle doomed the German attack to failure., Approxi-

mately 100 yards in front of the 3rd Battalion position five-strand

barbed wire fences crisscrossed the field in rectangular pattern. These
fences were mentioned earlier in the discussion as "eattle feeding pens."
At the moment, however,

of protective wire in front of the 3 rd Battalion, In this sector the

German attack broke at the line of the fences. 7The defensive fires

from all infantry, armored and artillery weapons that could be trained

5 - e into thal sector beat down upcn the German infantry as they slowed to
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cross the fences. ‘ihe attack faiied and the Germans wiiharew Back

whenge they had come. (Please see Vap C.,) (58)

By 2300 the line on the left flank of

ct

e 3rd

-~

&

ttalion had been

a8

k of a lone rifle fired at

0
-1

restored, and except for the occasicnal cra

™

: | single retreating Germans the front of the 50lst Parachute Infantry

was guiet. Silhouetted against the new fallen snow, huddled forms

dotted the field and bore silent testimony to the weight of the fanati-

cal attack which had spent itself at the fence line, In some places

' . (58) £-10; A-14
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the foremost uUorman bodies were twenty yards from the 3rd Battalion

line. (59)
With that action on the night 20 December the situation along the

e SRR

501lst Parachute infantry front became stabllized. The German Uommander

p—

of 47t Panzer Corpe had tried from the northeast, east and southeast,
and finding himself faced at every quarter with a force determined to
stand its ground, he abandoned his efferts to force Bastogne thrcugn

the positions held by the 501st Parachute Infantry Regiment.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
”’. . . . ) .
The circumstances under which the 50lst Parachute Infantry was

committed to combat 19 December 1944 were peculiarly unique. Ths

action described took place at a very critical time, and under excesd—

v epitical circumstances. 1Y% came at a time when the Western

¥ront was dangerously close 10 a collapse under the heels of an ad-

vancing enemy taking advantage of surprise and employing mass and

movement. It came at a time when disrupted communications had sepa-

rated leaders from their units, and had interrupted the flow of infor-

mation from front line units to the rear; when hasty dscision was

necessary,often resuliing in incomplete, incorrect, or fragmentary

instructions; when time was not available tor detailed or even adequate

e v L T S B B B SRR R RS

o
IR |

planning, A1l of these things wihich can be the expected attendant cir-

cumstances of a war of movement affected the actions of the 501st
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Parachute Ilnfantry. 1% 1s impossi
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that the allies suffercd in the initial stages of the German offensive ...

apart from the disauvantages which the 501st Parachute Infantry faced

in being committed to action in an unfamiliar sector under the circum-

Y VI

v the Time, Lack of information upon #aich to base

< s
stances sxisiing a

o 4

e o g BB

the details of adequate plans and oruers,aene.ul unpreparedness, and

which, through the dictates of

hasty movement to combat; inadequacizs,

the existing situation, had their origin at higher headquarters,
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raflcatsd thonselves in the posi ixonzn" of the 501st raracnute Infan-‘V

try for combat,
From the time the first alert was received ordering the 501st
Fapachute lnfartry from its station at Mourmelon le Orande, barely

fifteen hours elapsed hefore the flegiment was on the road headed in

transform the station of the 50lst Parachute Infantry from the lethargy

of a rest area, in which no thought had been given to the possibility

|
|
the direction of Bastogne. sarely fifteen hours were available 10
N of im:ediate combat, to an aqqenhxy area for movement to corbat. what
! tactical doctrine is illustrated by this fact? <There is one - pre- .
paredness! Units that have been withdrawn from the line for temporary

|
|
! : pericds of rest in a theater of operations, regardless of tneir reserve

status, rust be prepared at 311 times to be comnitted quite suddenly

to combat. 1t is felt that if the 10lst Airborne Division had heen

under an alert status as S,4.A.5,F. reserve, the hopelessly unprepared
gtate for movement to combab in which the alert on 17 December found
the Uivision could have been prevented. ihe units of the 10lst would
certainly have maintained at least a minimum acceptable standard aap;lj
of esscntial items for combat. Lack of adequate winter clothing, com-
bat equipment, and weapons materially reduced tbe combat effectiveness
of the 501st Parachute Infantry in the attack 19 Decenber. ihen the

- 1st Battalion encountered the enemy at Neffe, those in the regimental

e e

=mimmeWthm1mmmmwnw

equipment wWere sent to the rear and remained with the rear oonmand

post until such time as weapons and helmets could be confiscated from
retreating stragglers. T the initial engagement this represented a

loss to the segiment of approXimately 125 men - more than the strength

of one normal rifle company of the Regiment at the time,

Warning orders should be clear ard should give sufficient infor-

mation to permit early planning and should provide adequate information

to facilitate the accomplishment of the mission, Vague, incomplete, andj”
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tragmentary instructions 1mpair efficiency and jeopardize the chances c

for siccess. lhe orders designating the 10lst Airborne bivision's move=-

ment gave the incorrect destination. Fortunately, this error was cor-
rected before any material harm was done. However, through this error

the Division lost the services of its advance party during the initial

stages of the quartering at Bastogne. Even more detrimental to sound
tactical planning - no information on the existing situation in the area S L
was available to the 50lst Regiment for the move to Bastogne

ihen the 501lst left

of employment
or for the "movement to contact" on 19 December.,
its base camp at Monrmelon, France, 18 December, nothing was knovn of

axcept that the Germans had launched an offensive  ';f;%

+hen the Regiment moved out in the at-

tack the next day, 19 December, no additional information had been pro-

vided in a manner so as to permit anyone to get a clear impression of

just what was happening.

A thorough understanding of the situation is vital information to

an organization moving in to operate in an unfamiliar area.

of higher headquarters must btake an active interest to insure that all

"hle information is passed down to the staff sections

A R

for whosc initial cormitmeni their headquarters is respensible. JSoT

three reasons VIII Corps Headquarters on the evening 18 December was in

such a state of confusion that it was not possible to function effective-

sorps Headnuarters, Jonsequently, the 1U0ist As

-
2

1y

g

s a

did not get a clear improssicon of the situauvidn &av

necessary to enploy the Division forces into a thoroughly obscure situa-

tion. ‘ihese difficulties were not inherent deficiencies in the operation
of the 'leadquarters nor were they normal. ihese dificiencies existed as

a direct result of the critical situation on the Corps front.

1. The enemy advence had been SO swift and the deterioration

of the Corpe front so complete that lines of communication
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f :wwtre shattered, making it impoesible‘for Corps Headquarters

to get a clear impression of their own or the enemy situation. i ;

Consequently, little or no information could be provided the
101st Airborne Division upon which to base a sound pian uf

employment,

9. ihen the 10lst Airborne Division arrived at Bastogne, VIII

Corps licadquarters was in the process of evacuating its
] Command Post from Bastogne., Many of the staff sections
that should have be:n able to provide information had al-
ready closed ocut of Bastogne and were on the road mcviﬁg”g:Ti

to the rear,

| 8. The Corps Commander of VIII Corps had not been notified
that the 101lst Airborne Division was moving to Bastogne to
operate under his contrel until just shortly before the

Division arrived. Consequently, the Corps Commander did

N
: i

not immediately have a plan for employment of the Division.

Adsauste provisions for iraffic control must be made in the tactical

plan if battlefield mebility is to be achieved. An effective plan for
trafiic control to coordinate the column of trucks moving the 10lst Air-

borne Uivision into Bastogne and vehicles moving VIII Corps Headquarters,

fragments of units out of Basiogne would have preventsd

:-ia
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n the hignhway lsading into Zasiogne on 1o IECal-

¢y placed at

the traffic congestion

T T

ber. lilitary Police or some other traffic regulating agen

oyne could have

critical points on the road belween Herbraimont and Bast

kept the traffic moving along the narrow highway and would have prevented

T

the long columns of trucks, armor and heavy maintenance vehicles from

becoming jammed on the highway. ‘mis traffic jam delayed the arrival of

the 101lst Airborne Livision at Bastogne from two vo five hours and &t &

. e very critical time. . 'kww““ -

g - o The first demand in war is decisive action, To the Commander of |

. L emA e st 181%¢ Airbobng Divisiun the sitwation e Ragtogne was ohseggggﬂ4:' *
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employment of the 50lst Parachute Infantry, the first regiment to ar-

rive at Bastogne, on a mission to find and fix the enemy was sound in
tactical concept. However, the objective assigned the Hegiment, £ w%é
secured, would have placed the degiment too far from the bulk of the |

forces of the remainder of the Division. It is in contrgversy with

sound tactical doctrine for a commander 1o assign a unit an objective,

the accomplishment of which would place the unit out of supporting
range of the bulk of his forces. In view of the fact that the under—

lying motive for the movement of the 501st out the Basto,uc-l.c'rw"‘llu

highway was to develop thn situation, with no particular tactical im-
p

(L=

portance attached to the selected objective, it is feit that the mission
could have been accemplished with far less risk involved by assigning
the regiment a series of limited march objectives to the east. the

Principle of fJar demonstrated by the commitment of the 50lst is the

A ANt & &

Offensive. 1t is difficult to predict the course of action a particu- é
lar engagement might have taken under other circumstances. At first it o H
might appear that tne best course of action for the 10lst Airborne Livi- %
, - “sion would have been immediately defensive, with consideration for the _';§
% potential of the enemy that had so recently overrun VIII Corps front. W
: {lowever, in this instance we have an excellent example of the effect of !
} the offensive over and above the seizure of any particular objective. i
E Iieutenant General Bayerlein, commanding Panger Lehr Uivision, the lead % %
i z |

slements of which struck the 501st Regiment 19 December on the move at

Neffe said,*"The movement of the Infantry Regiment which came out of
Bastogne to attack me reacted decisively on my thinking." FPanzer Llehr

Division recoiled and hesitated and did not launch an attack, actually

I Uy Sy

to seize Bastogne, until the next day. The offensive nature of the

mission of the 5SUlst delayed Uhe spearhead of the 47th Panzsr Corps,
at a point only four miles from Bastogne, for an entire day.

e movement must be covered by & strong

: " In a movement to contact in

reconnaissance screen to the front and flanks to avoid surprise; to |
| . , , e e e Ny ?
’ o ¥A=6, p. 229
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permit flexibility of plans, and to avoid a meeting engagement with
the enemy with the main body often situated on unfavorable terrain.

In the attack of the 501lst Hegiment 19 December the reconnsissance
force designated to move ahead of the regimental column was lost in
the traffic jam within Bastogne. Consequently, the Regiment proceéded
blindly into the eneny, and was forced tc deploy from cclumn formation
in the face of the enemy, without the benefit of any warning, or any
prior planning to dispose for combat. Fortunately the Advance Guard
Battalion was moving far enough ahead of the main body that sufficient
maneuver room was available for the Hegimental Commander to commit the
9nd RBattalion from the column without this unit being pinned by the
same fire that had stopped the 1lst Battalion,

For a meeting engagement tiie initial advantage accrues to the com-
mander who is disposed upon the most favorable terrain, and who is first
able to initiate plans for rapid entry into combat. Plans will have to
be made on the spot and orders summarily issued. Often the issue is
decided by the selsction of the kay terrain and attention to the secur-
jtv of the flanks. Upon meeting the enemy 19 December, the Hegimental
Commander of the 50lst Parachute Infantry exercised good judgment and
followed sound tactical principles in the commitment of his forces.

wWhen contact with ©he enemy was made, barely four miles from Bastogne,

a 3 5 . .--3 54 B
the mareh objective of the Regiment loat lte sigrificance. Sensing

that he was opposed by a force larger than a mere road block and feel-
ing keenly the hazard involved in advancing into a German force wnich
was nown also tc be advancing, the segimental Commander selscted ths
best terrain in the ares from which to defend., Without loosing time he
cormitted his forces to seize this terrain and proceeded to aevelop the
enermy in his zone of advance. ‘his decision was the initial step in the
formulation to the successful plan for the defense of Bastogne.

The advisability of sending Sompany I on what was in gffect a

deep development around the right (south) flank to Wardin is a
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- Questionable maneuver. However, admittedly in conflict with sound
tactical doctrine, the maneuver of Company I achieved the most de- .
¢isive results of any other action of the 50lst on 19 December, re-
gardless of the unsuccessful nature of its mission. (This will be
discussed at greater length under a separate heading to follow.)

Company I was committed to move to iiardin for the dual purpose of

performing a reconnaissance of the regimental right (south) flank,

about which the degimental Commander was vitally concerned, and as a " ~ S

secondary mission to seize that town if the Company could do so with-

out becoming too heavily engaged. With Company [ securing the right

xad

flank at Wardin the Regimental Commander fel®t that he could be more

bold with his maneuver at Neffe. The plan to envelop from the flank,

meanvwhile keeping the enemy forces pinned to position from the front,
follows along sound principles of the atlack., The tactical error wss
comritted in the size of the force made gvailable for this envelopment,

It is felt that the entire 3rd Battalion should have been committed to

tnis mission if the iegimental Commander desired to place a force at

Wardin of sufficient strength to hela and to defend in that vicinity.,

Un the other huand, if the itegimental Commander desired principally a
reconnaissance of wardin, an ontlre company was an excessively large

force to be committed to this task. A strong reconnaissance patrol
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Company 1 launched a successful attack and captured Wardin. Failure

to exercise sound tactical principles of reorganization on the objective

doa 4

caused disaster to the Company. A Germah counterattack struck Company

wm

I at the most critical time of the attack - at the time of reorganiza-

L T ) OV 4 B o St R R O

tion upon the objective. 'lhe Company was disorganized and improperly
disposed for defense of the newly won chisciive ond consequently was
overrun by the weight of the German attack. Jiith consideration for the
size of the German force, it is doubtful that Company I would have been

able to hold Jiarain even under the best of circumstances, €ctwithstandigg5'

100 3»ww Wms FER




W;—*
: - 'w-":.”- m(%wm MIQW”‘ uw LY P 5 Yo

T o ;: ‘X

had the Company been organized, and under firm control, it probably
‘would have been able,to delay and retreat in reasonably good order.

In an attack in which 1little or nothing is known of the enemy

dispositions, maneuver must be conducted aggressively but with a

. rethodical caution. Enemy units must not be bypassed until their
positions are fixed., Had the 50lst bypassed the enemy at Neffe,
which through maneuver it probably could have done, the Regiment
might have secured its objective without much difficulty but by so
doing the road to Bastogne would have been open to the German columns
moving in from the southeast and east.

Reserves add depthto a defensive position and provide a means
whereby the commander through decisive employment can influence the
action once it has started. Jiherever possible a sound defensive
position should contemplate use of reserves. Through the course of
the attack 18 December, the 50lst became engaged with the enemy on a
6000 yard front. vwhen night defensive positions were assumed 19 De-
cember, the rorces of the Hegimeni were totalily committed to the line
to occupy the extended frontage, Uompanies had no support platoons
and battalions had no reserve companies, except for the 1lst Battalion.

The negimental reserve consisted of the remmants of Company I which

was a scrapped together platoon under the command of the 1lst Sergeant.

> - . s B * . A 5 <
i 77 < ienm TN m ™ 1-
v this type of defensive alinement two imporiant

s+ ~

defense were overlooked. rlexibility and cepth to the defensive posi-
tion. +he works was in the line., If the enemy came and the line

counld not hold, tnen there was little help elsewner

Defensive strength of terrain, and judicious empldyment of weapons

can offset vefensive weakness in numbers, In strength the 50lst Para-

chute Infantry was opposed by an overwhelmingly superior force. Through

careful selection of key terrain and through effective employment of

R e —aa]

infantry and armored fire power the Uermans were unsuccessful in each

e attempt to dislodge tﬁe ééist’farachute“Infuntzy from its positions.,
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In their attacks 20 December, the Germans violated the principle

of Mass in the employment of their forces. Three separate probbing

“abtacks were launched on the 20th, each on a separate sector of the

| ' front and at separate times, Thc gize of the forces involved ranged

! ‘ f from battalion to regiment. By choosing this method of attack the
Germans at no time were able to bring a superior force to bear at any

one point on the regimental perimeter. Sufficient time elapsed between
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the attack against the 3rd Battalion durin- the night R0 December was
most unwisely evecutad, ‘when the initial attack failed, another antacx i

vas pushed across the same zone to fail on the heels of the first by

; the same barrier and by the same fire. CUoncentrated in the Neff-

¥ageret-Noville area the Germans had two divisions, Panser Lehr Divi-

.

sion and the 20Lh Volksgrenadier Division, with supporting Corps troops -

sufficient force, if prorerly employed, to overwhelm at any point the

thinly held perimeter tc the east of Bastogne.
An analysis of the action of the Sulst rarachute Infantry would

not be complete unless mention were made of the significant role played

by the armored units which infiltrated into Bastogne during the night

S A5 AT D I oot 0 O RESPR AAEAWR  B et e

: | 19-20 December. It can be stated, without reservation, that the joint

e . . . IRINTIN P - fo e e nte aes w et . @ co v R
. g U i T : $ s 3 3 PR T : bes e -
y TR Inflartry-tark and Lank deat rownr tezm welded togeother in aommon affort,

J¢. .. defense of the line east of Bastorne, was the issue which decided the

fate of the German attacks 20 December, Without reinforcements in armgr"ﬁ
s it is unlikely that the 501lst Parachute Infantry could heve held its
;‘ ground against the German armored attacks,

In summary, often seemingly unimportant and relatively isclated

engagements can achieve deelsive results by the reaction they cause in

the estimate of the situation of the opposing commander. Un 19 December,w

the 501lst Parachute Infantry moved from Basitogne into an unknown sitaa:

tion, The principal mission of the Regiment was to meke contact with -

(44)
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the enemy and develop the situation. To accomplish this end a march

objective was selected for the Regiment some 1l miles east of BastOgne;i

The Reziment did not secure its objective but its movement out the

-t I T S e

Dastogne-Llongvilly road achieved the desired purpose. The locavion of
the enenmy was found, his zone of advance fix&d, and the first intelli-
gence was provided on which to base a plan for employment of the 10lst

Airborne Division. The merting with the enemy, which were the leading

elements of two divisions proceading toward HBastogne, was unexpectedly ; _a;;;

b
i
&
e
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: ‘ close to that town. Upon contact the Hegimental Commander of the 50lst

proceeded to develop the situation by seizing the key terrain on a broad
front with the principal intent of establishing himself on terrain favor-

able for the defense and securing his flanks, ihe enemy commander, mis-

taking the action of a single rifle company, Company I, for a much

larger force, imagined himself faced with a superior force to his front

]t?

and at the same time being outflanked by a large force from Wardin. He

accordingly called a halt to his advance on 19 December and,like his
] , opponeni,rexsched a decision to develdp the situation to his front. This
delay doomed the German advance on Bastogne from the east to failure.

It provided valuable time for the 5Clst Parachute Infantry Regiment o

get its defensive position consolidated on the dominant terrain east of

Bastogne where, with the aid of substantial reinforcements in the way

of armor, it repeiled eaeh German attack X0 December, Iy deferding the

terrain in front of Bastogne the hub of a vital rcad net leading into

the Eastern Ardennes was denied to the advancing German columns.
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| ) Some lessons emphasized by this operation are:d

1. Units that have been withdrawn from the line for temporary periods

of rest, regardless of their recserve status; muat he prepared at
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all times to be committed quite suddenly to action.

. - 2, 1In planning and in executing an attack, a thorough unde*standing?‘
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of the mission and of the attendant circurstances in the ares efkf
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4. The advance guard of a regiment moving in the attack in regimental

operation is vital to the success of the mission. Lack of
adequate intelligence, lack of a clearly defined mission, and
incomplete instructions impair efficiency and jeopardize the

c¢hances for success;

movement, to contact, particularly under condltions of re-

3
4]

duced visibility, provisions must be made for a reconnaissance
scereen to move well in advance of the column, and to reconnoiter
the front and flanks along the axis of advance in order to avoid

surprise, and vo permil fiexiviilvy of pians.

column shoulc be far enough in advance so that the main bedy will
not become involved in the same engagement as the advance guard

unless specifically commitﬁed to that engagement.

5. Proper evaluation,

inferiority in numbers.

6. In a meeting engagement immediate consideration must be given

&

first to sccuring your ovm flanks and, second, to déVélﬁpiﬂg"tk3, ~:

flanks of the enemy and fixing his zone of advance.

7. 1In a meetinc engagement contact with the enemy m st be medntained.

Maneuver should be methodically ag ggressive and should be directed
toward seizing critical terrain fedtures. Until the situation is
resolved aiid ad quate intelligence gals
be bypassed, else the bypassing unit may allow the univ bypassed
to proceed free and uninterrupted to its objective.

1d bz selected so as to favor tie missmon to be S

accomplished.
9. A regiment should not be assigned an objective beyond the support~

ing range cf the bulk of the division forces.

10. A rifle company should not be employed upon an isolated mission

election, and utilization of terrain can reduce
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that a patrol could accomplish more effectively. VConversely, é"
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14,

15,

18.

17.

Once the objective is éecured; troops must not be alldwed té;

onei 4 R34 R

ROV RV

company should not be employed upon a mission that a b&italiOn

could accomplish more effectively.

loiter and discuss their recent achieveméhts. .Heorgaﬁizatiéﬁ‘
must be rapid and provisions made for immediate deiense oi iie
objective, |
Piecemeal attacks against a strongly organized position are

ineffective, uneconomical and offer little chance of achieving

Amad mdorn eam e S
VT WO VIS LSO VD s
‘me fires of tanks and bLank destroyers when integrated into the

infantry fire plan

can be effectively used to provide artillery

support as »2ll == to nrevide antimechanized dsfense.
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to make provisions for the control of traffic canzoftenl ;_

adversely cffect the tactical plan.

Boundaries should not be selected along a terrain feature which

is a critical avenue of approach into the defensive position.
Small seale and relatively isolated engagements, despite the fact

seem unimportant at the time, often may achieve de~
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cisive resulis by ithe reaction they cause in the estlmate of sas
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ly successful offense. It becomes a matter of selecting the rela-

tive importance of objectives. To this end we may apply the para-

N P T T

phrased Bibical expression - of what advantage is it tc a man to

ain the whole world if by so doing he loses his own soul? This ex-

1

principles would

ctical foliow - of what ad-
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vantage is it for a unit to gain its objective if by so doing it

e L

has left its route to the rear open to the uninterrupted exploitae

tion by enemy columns?
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